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IF 1ogic(} gails to convince an smployar, thero's always the fear
of what toamster truck drivers and cannery workers could do if he

%;:**'a go along witb a teamster demand that he recogniza ths

union as representative of hils field workers.

FARM empioyers also are quite awaro of tho‘fo—called stability
of the tecamsters union...tho rsputationC”T ita officials for
playing along with epployers, and controlling their~rank and
file. They know, too, that tho teamstera union 1s a R ‘
conservative organization unlikely to make anything but simple‘

geonomlic demands,
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FINALLY, growers are aware that teamster leaders have candldly

admltted that they're not trying to oréanize'fieldtworkers as a

way to holp the fleld workers'ngcassarily, but as a way to

protect thelr gruck drivers and prccessing plant workers...

protect them from the actlons of field workers who might be
sy

sway fﬁo what the taamsters call ierSpongﬁﬂige strikes and

other actionqv =Uisss Teamster officials have implied,
in short, that they, like the employers, want to keep field

workers in line.

AND the fleld workers? What 1s the Teamsters Union telling thema?
Bhat the’union lg sprong, of course, and.that; thréugh unity with

drivers ard processing workers the field hands can, by jc;? the

teamsters, get the best deal.
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AND there's no doubt that the teamsters union has done a great
dnal for the state s cannery workers. Tbeir current'contract';s

by far thﬁ best ever negotlated -on behalf of such workers

anywhere@
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-T00, the teamsters now claim to have signed eilght major groweré

and labor contractors to contracts covering their fleld workers...

~which is. exactly elght more.contracﬁa than the farm worksrs

" agsoclation has managed to sign despite its long strike.

_ . . | ‘
LET’B not forget, however, that the teamsters have been perhaPS‘
aven more irresponsible toward the farm worker than the af of 1-
clo until very recently, Ths union could have waged an effective

drive in behalf of the field workers long ago, by usins lts o f’%

control of ths produce driVers and procassing workers as a

powerful we apOoli.

" 'BUT" 1t ‘a1dn't, Instead, 1t signad one contract coveriﬁs field

'workers,.oat the bud antle corporation iIn salinag in 106l°o,then i

savd it was not Interssted in any other field workers: because

they were. too difficult to organiza. It growers macbanized

\thelr field operations and thus hired skilled, non~migrant

"‘ workers to harvest thelr. cropanthen, sald the teansters union,

is would be interestedo







£




',BY doing this, the assoclation has given farm workers something

- drive and abillty, as cesar chavez and other assooiation 1oaders:léf;jl

f»naturally. |

:vineyard strike. Trus, ths strlke orgginally Was called\under

»the organizing committee 8 name. .But 1t aotually was called by a

"’into a tishtly knlt sroup and then took. up the af of l—cio . 7;[lf1;:;.j

- _banner, -

}'THE farm workera association has carefully based 1ts orsanizing
‘on grass roots activity...organizins employees) not employers,"t"ﬂi
;and, unlike orthodox unions, working closely with church and

’ oivl1 rights sroups and tho like, And completely bypassing,}'

: 1ncidentally, the pa;acitical 1abor contractors.o.unneoessary

middle men who have no risht to .be. in business.-'
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».they nead even more than economlc improvement...the drlve and

ability to Joﬁn the maﬁnstream of society. Onoe they haVe this 'QV» o

are well aware, tho economic 1mprovoment will follow almost

BUT the teamstors union doasn‘t think in suoh terms.' Néithorib

does the af of 1-cio, sven though it now has joinqd with the

farm workers association, now that the feeling of victory is 1n -

:.tholairfr o
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:'jTHE old orthodox mothods ramombor wore used by the af of l-cio -

in runninq 1ts 1arsely 1neffactive agricultural workors organlzing

committes durlng the five years preceeding the outbreak of the -f'va?:31i

‘group of filipino workers who had glready organized themselves ff»*':;'f

ﬂ




- THE af of 1~cio 1eader who moved in to eagerly hand them that
banner was al green, whose methode as state director of the ‘
erganizing committee were aimilar to those of the teamstersof‘

‘o simllar, in fact that most observers are awaiting official :
‘word that green 1s leaving tha af of 1-cio to join the teamstarsvgr’“'
in their drive. ' o

'I.‘HEY‘RE also awai.tins word that the farm workers association has
formally affiliated with the af of l-cio. What they don's, know,"
and sore fea‘r, 1s that m affiliating with the af’ oi‘ 1-cio, the

farm workers association will turn %o the orthodox organizing

methods, al green or. no al green._ For. though the methods Were _ f;}ffi )
ineffective befone for the af of i-cio, they might well work R
oW, oo that ‘the way has been paved through the use of UN-

orthodox methods by the farm workers association.a.and now tbat efﬂfﬂ*vi
pressuree from the teamaters and other pressurea may force them_'”"ﬁ .
to. use the speedier 4ghodox tacticsor;}; S _
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IN a aense, the aesociation already haa put theee tactics to |

werk. The two growers who have recognized 1%. as the bargainins ~{f3?. 3

agent of thelr workers, after a.ll, asa 80 without E:-::m holaing

- eleotionso..even though it may Well be true that the associatien
'clearly represented a majority of their field workerso-
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AND the association is uaing the Same tactic in 1te attempts to
get recognition from the largest of the grape srowers it has |

struck, “the digiorgio corporation."
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- TO muddy the 3itﬁation'more, the international longshoremen's and
waréhmusemen's union apparently has thrown lts gupport to the
teamsters. Desplte what 1 suppose most of us would 1ike to
belleve, the L=l-W=U,:.or rather, {ol-w-u president harry
bridges...appears to be no fonder éf the farm worker assoclation
fuprker methods than is the teamstérs.union..oeven though,'like
the teamsters, the l-l-w-u has played a vital role in tho |
asgociation' sﬂboycotts agséz;t the products of gtruck groweras,

- IT is oertain, 1h ény casé; that some uhibn, or unions, will at
| last orsaﬁize California's farm wbrkera° But 1t is not at all
certain whether those ‘workers: will be orsanized ag part of a |
.broad social movement or merely as part of a harrower trade

union movement
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